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WHOSE COATTAILS ARE YOU RIDING? 
ROMANS 5:12-21 

12-14-08 
ALDERWOOD  COMMUNITY CHURCH 

 
 
Romans 5:12-21  Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in 
this way death came to all men, because all sinned--  13 for before the law was given, sin was in the world. 
But sin is not taken into account when there is no law.  14 Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of 
Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was 
a pattern of the one to come.  15 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of 
the one man, how much more did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus 
Christ, overflow to the many!  16 Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man's sin: The 
judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought 
justification.  17 For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more 
will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life1 
through the one man, Jesus Christ.  18 Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation 
for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men.  19 
For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the 
obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.  20 The law was added so that the trespass 
might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more,  21 so that, just as sin reigned in 
death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
BIG IDEA:  WHY WOULDN’T YOU OPT OUT OF ADAM?  PS:  TO NOT CHOOSE IS TO 
CHOOSE! 
 
I. THE EVIDENCE IS COMPELLING--THE CONTRASTS BETWEEN  ADAM AND 

CHRIST: 
C. S. Lewis:  We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when 
infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum 
because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at sea.  We are far too easily 
pleased.  
Verse 12a: the trespass 
  the gift 
Verse 12b the trespass of the one man 
  the grace of the one man 
Verse 15 many died 
  many lived 
Verse 16 one sin followed by judgment/condemnation 
  many trespasses followed by gift/justification 
Verse 17 death reigned 
  saints reign 
Verse 18 one trespass=condemnation to all 
  one act of righteousness=justification for all 
Verse 19 disobedience of one man=many were made sinners 
  obedience of one man=many will be made righteous 
Verse 20 law:sin 
  sin:grace 
Verse 21 sin reigned in death 
  Grace reigns through righteousness 
C. S. Lewis:  The Christian has a great advantage over other men, not by being less fallen than 
they, nor less doomed to live in a fallen world, but by knowing that he is a fallen man in a fallen 
world. 

 

                                                 
1 Line from movie, El Cid:  Any man can kill—Only a king can give life. 
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II. TO NOT  CHOOSE IS TO CHOOSE--THE ISSUE OF THE HEADSHIP OF ADAM 
Romans 5:12-21  Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, 
and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned--   

·  In what sense did all men sin?--Verse 12 
·  The Federal View—The view that Adam is the federal head or representative of the human 

race.  The entire human race is charged with sin, not because all mankind participated in the 
first sin, but because Adam was the representative of the human race. 

·  The Augustinian View—Named after Augustine, this view teaches that all mankind 
participated in Adam’s sin since each person was seminally present in Adam (cf. Heb. 7:9).  
All human beings, therefore, are charged individually with sin and death. 

 
--Chart reprinted from Paul Enns, The Moody Handbook of Theology  

(Chicago:  Moody Press, 1989), 313. 
·  Arthur Koestler:  The evidence seems to indicate that at some point during the last explosive 

stages of the evolution of homo sapiens, something has gone wrong; that there is a flaw, some 
subtle engineering mistake built into our native equipment which would account for the 
paranoid streak running through our history.2 

Questions: 
1) What was Adam’s spiritual state before he sinned? 

·  Innocent 
·  Pure 
·  Volitional 
·  Not yet ethically holy, but indeed holy in the sense of being separated uniquely to God. 

2) Why is Adam blamed and Eve is not? 
·  Because he was the God-appointed and God-wired leader. 
·  Cf. 1 Timothy 2:13-14  For Adam was formed first, then Eve.  14 And Adam was not the one 

deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner. 
3) Even if we hold to the Arminian View, why is it that every man sins?  Why can’t we each replay the 
scenario in the Garden?   
4) Was it inevitable for Adam to sin in the Garden?—In other words, was he constitutionally “set up”?  
Would it have gone better for him if there had been no satanic temptation? 

                                                 
2 Quoted in Benign P. Beltran, The Christology of the Inarticulate (Manila:  Divine Word Publications, 
1987), 174. 
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Martin Luther :  When one asked, where God was before heaven was created?  St. Augustin [sic] 
answered:  He was in himself.  When another asked me the same question, I said:  He was 
building hell for such idle, presumptuous, fluttering and inquisitive spirits as you are.3 

5) How could the pre-Mosaic people be condemned where there was no command for them to break? 
·  Adam did have a direct command that he broke.  Verse 14, breaking a command, as did 

Adam 
Verses 13-14, for before the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into 
account when there is no law.  14 Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the 
time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam 

·  NOTE these clues in the text:   
·  Verse 13, before the law was given, sin was in the world. 
·  Verse 14, Nevertheless...even over those who did not sin [like Adam] 
·  Go back to Romans 1:21  For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as 

God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were 
darkened. 

·  Go back to Romans 2:12, 14-15  All who sin apart from the law will also 
perish apart from the law, and all who sin under the law will be judged by the law.  13 
For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in God's sight, but it is those who 
obey the law who will be declared righteous.  14 (Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have 
the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even 
though they do not have the law,  15 since they show that the requirements of the law are 
written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts now 
accusing, now even defending them.) 

 
III. SIN HAS A LIFE OF ITS OWN—THERE IS AN INEVITABIL ITY TO IT. 

James 1:14-15  but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and 
enticed.4  15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, 
gives birth to death. 
A PARABLE: 

There once lived a scorpion and a frog. 
 The scorpion wanted to cross the pond, but, being a scorpion, he couldn’t swim.  So he 
scuttled up to the frog and asked:  “Please, Mr. Frog, can you carry me across the pond on 
your back?” 
 “I would,” replied the frog, “but, under the circumstances, I must refuse.  You might 
sting me as I swim across.” 
 “But why would I do that?”  asked the scorpion.  “It is not in my interests to sting you, 
because you will die and then I will drown.” 
 Although the frog knew how lethal scorpions were, the logic proved quite persuasive.  
Perhaps, felt the frog, in this one instance the scorpion would keep his tail in check.  So the 
frog agreed.  The scorpion climbed onto his back, and together they set off across the pond.  
Just as they reached the middle of the pond, the scorpion twitched his tail and stung the frog.  
Mortally wounded, the frog cried out:  “Why did you sting me?  It is not in your interests to 
sting me, because now I will die and you will drown.” 
 “I know,” replied the scorpion as he sank into the pond.  “But I am a scorpion.  I have to 
sting you.  It’s in my nature.”5 

 
Donald Miller:  I found myself trying to love the right things without God’s help, and it was 
impossible.  I tried to go one week without thinking a negative thought about another human 
being, and I couldn’t do it.  Before I tried that experiment, I thought I was a nice person, but after 

                                                 
3 Thomas S. Kepler, ed., The Table Talk of Martin Luther (New York:  The World Publishing Company, 
1952), 41-42. 
4 Entice= delea,zw related to de,lear (bait); literally lure, entrap; figuratively lead astray, entice 
or allure into wrongdoing (2P 2.14)  
5 M. Buckingham and C. Coffman, First, Break all the Rules (New York:  Simon and Schuster, 1999), 56. 
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trying it, I realized I thought bad things about people all day long, and that...my natural desire 
was to love darkness.6 

 
IV. SIN IS RELATIONAL VIOLATION:  ADAM VS. CHRIST.   

NOTE:  And, of course, also man-to-man. 
Hamartia (verse 12)--a`marti,a , aj , h` sin; (1) of an act, a departure from doing what is 
right, equivalent to a`ma,rthma sin, wrongdoing (1J 5.17); (2) as the moral consequence of 
having done something wrong sin, guilt (AC 3.19; 1J 1.7); (3) as the nature of wrongdoing 
Harmartia viewed as the rejection of God by self-assertive human beings sin, evil (RO 5.12, 13; 
cf. 1.21); (4) especially in Johannine usage as a moral condition of human beings in revolt against 
God sin, being evil, sinfulness (JN 9.34; 15.24); (5) especially in Pauline usage as an abstract 
moral principle or force personified as evil in character sin, evil (RO 6.12); (6) especially in 
Hebrews as a deceiving power personified as leading human beings to guilt and destruction (HE 
3.13; 12.1)  
NOTE:  This is the most frequently used word for sin, occurring in its various forms about 227 
times.  When a writer wanted one inclusive word for sin, he used this one.  The metaphor behind 
the word is missing the mark, but, as in the Old Testament, this is not only a negative idea but 
includes the positive idea of hitting some wrong mark.7 
Other vocabulary for sin in this passage: 

·  Verses 17 & 18, Trespass--para,ptwma , atoj , to, as a deviation from 
living according to what has been revealed as the right way to live false step, sin, 
transgression; used of serious offenses against both God (EP 1.7) and man (MT 6.15)  

·  Verse 19, Disobedience--parakoh, , h/j , h` as an unwillingness to listen 
disobedience (2C 10.6), opposite u`pakoh, (obedience)  

Other vocabulary for sin in the New Testament: 
·  Kakos-bad 
·  Poneros—moral evil 
·  Asebes—godless 
·  Enochos—guilty (and usually worthy of death) 
·  Adikia—any unrighteous conduct 
·  Anomos—lawless 
·  Parabates—transgressor 
·  Agnoein—ignorant worship of other than the one true God 
·  Planao—to go astray in a cupable sense 
·  Paraptoma—falling away, usually deliberately [see above] 
·  Hypocrisies—three ideas:  1) to interpret falsely as an oracle might do; 2) to pretend as an 

actor does; 3) to follow an interpretation known to be false.8 
 
V. SIN PRODUCES ALIENATION, THEREFORE DEATH IS ULTI MATELY 

SEPARATION FROM GOD. 
Thanatos (verse 12)--qa,natoj , ou, o` death; with every form of it in the NT treated not as a 
natural process but always as a destroying power related to sin and its consequences; (1) 
physically, as the separation of soul from body (physical) death (JN 11.13); (2) as a legal technical 
term, of capital punishment (physical) death (MT 26.66); (3) spiritually, as the separation of soul 
from God (spiritual) death (JN 5.24; JA 1.15), opposite zwh, (life); (4) spiritually, as the 
separation of soul from spirit or from the possibility of knowing God, as the result of judgment 
(eternal) death (RO 1.32); called second death in RV 2.11; 20.6; (5) by metonymy deadly disease, 
pestilence (RV 6.8)  
George Bernard Shaw:  The statistics on death are quite impressive:  one out of one people die. 
Luis Palau:  God is not disillusioned with us.  He never had any illusions to begin with.9 

                                                 
6 Doanld Miller, Blue Like Jazz (Nashville:  Thomas Nelson, 2003), 77. 
7 Charles Ryrie, Basic Theology (Wheaton, IL:  Victor Books, 1986), 211. 
8 Ryrie, 211-212. 
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Ravi Zacharias:  Jesus did not come into this world to make bad people good.  He came into this 
world to make dead people live.10 

 
VI.  ADAM AND CHRIST BOTH CONSTITUTE PORTALS  

A. ADAM IS THE PORTAL OF SIN 
Sin entered heaven by one angel.  Many other angels sinned, not by any seminal 
transmission, but by choice. 
Sin entered the world  by one man.  Apparently Satan could not directly corrupt the 
world, in that it wasn’t his realm.  But he was able to corrupt it indirectly by tampering 
with the human portal figure. 
NOTE:  Sin existed before Adam outside of the world. 
NOTE:  “World” here = the world of men, not planet Earth. 

B. CHRIST IS THE PORTAL OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 
·  Sin entered the world through one man. 
·  Righteousness entered the world through one man. 
·  Note the “just as” in verse 12.  Where is the “so also”?  It is implied in verses 15 and 

16, but the vocabulary is very clear in verse 17, the gift of righteousness reign in 
life11 through the one man, Jesus Christ.   

·  Thus, Adam is a PATTERN (verse 14, Adam, who was a pattern of the one to 
come.) 
·  tu,poj , ou, o` (1) literally blow; by metonymy, the impression made by the 

blow mark, trace (JN 20.25); as a figure formed by blows of the hammer or 
chisel image, statue (AC 7.43); as a small-scale form designed to be copied 
pattern, model (AC 7.44; HE 8.5); (2) figuratively; (a) of teaching or writing 
form, content (RO 6.17); (b) of behavior example, pattern, model (1T 4.12); (c) 
as a person or event serving as a prophetic symbol to prefigure a future person 
or event type (RO 5.14)  

·  In what sense is Adam a TUPOS of Christ?  Answer:  He is a spiritual destiny-portal 
for the human race. 

·  Application:  In what sense am I a spiritual portal for others?  Not seminally—but by 
example.   
·  Cf. NIV 1 Timothy 4:12 Don't let anyone look down on you because you are 

young, but set an example  [tupos] for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in 
faith and in purity 

·  In what sense is Jesus NOT LIKE Adam (verses 15 and 16) 
·  Jesus brings abundance, whereas Adam brings negation.  Verse 15, how much 

more did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus 
Christ, overflow to the many!   

·  Jesus brings justification (life), whereas Adam brings condemnation (death). 
NOTE:  CHRIST OFFERS AN URGENT CHOICE: 

·  Romans 5:17   For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through 
that one man, how much more will those who receive God's abundant provision 
of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus 
Christ. 

·  All men are in Adam by default. 
·  If you want to be in Christ, you have to change your default setting.  Verse 17, 

those who receive. 
 
VII. ALL PEOPLE SORT INTO TWO KINGDOMS  

·  The kingdom of sin—Verse 21, so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might 
reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

                                                                                                                                                 
9 Quoted in Luis Palau Responds E-zine, Jan 1, 2000. 
10 Ravi Zacharias, Cries of the Heart (Nashville:  Word, 1998), 112. 
11 Line from movie, El Cid:  Any man can kill—Only a king can give life. 



 6 

·  The kingdom of grace-- Verse 21, so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might 
reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
                                                                                                                                                    --TIMOTHY 
G. WALTON 
 
 


